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Location: Umhlanga, KZN
Cost: R1,3 Billion
Completed: October 2020
Size: 45000m²

Bringing the idea of mixed-use living to
life, the Umhlanga Arch aims for excellence across the board. Live in luxury
apartments and experience the Arch lifestyle.
Work in AAA-grade office spaces in the stateof-the-art glass Arch. Stay in the South African
flagship Hilton Garden Inn. Play along on the
European-inspired high street, experience
bespoke retailers and curated events in the
Yard. Savour new tastes at Legacy Yard Food
hall. Share drinks with friends at Back Yard
rooftop bar. Umhlanga Arch is the place to be.
With unique and eye-catching architecture
by Craft of Architecture, equaled by the
landscape architecture by Uys & White and
implementation by Countryline Horticulture,
this development was an obvious candidate for
the Pro Landscaper Africa Coffee Table 2020
edition.
Four years since announcing the revolutionary
concept of Umhlanga Arch, this development
has redefined city living, introduced a dynamic
lifestyle to South Africa and transformed KZN’s
landscape. Since the breaking of ground in
October 2017, locals and visitors alike have
watched this catalytic development rise from
the ground up with much-anticipation. As a
joint venture between The Multiply Group
and Devmco Group, the development officially
opened late 2020, marking the first phase of
Umhlanga Arch.
This opening will welcome residents and visitors
into the smart-ready apartments. The Legacy
Yard and Backyard will also be a hive of activity
as the food hall serves up exquisite cuisines and
flavours from around the world. The Europeaninspired high street will have a number of
bespoke, local retailers open shop, namely
proudly South African fashion and jewelry stores
Amanda Ferri, Mark Gold, Holiday Harbour,
Breazies and The Gentry; as well as beauty and
wellness specialists Hello Hunny, Skin Renewal
and the Moustache Barbershop.
“This is the moment we have all been waiting for
and we can’t wait to welcome homeowners and
the public to what has become one of South
Africa’s most iconic developments to enter the
property market. Umhlanga Arch was initially an
idea roughly drawn on a napkin, to think that
this idea inspired the development of a world-
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standing and game-changing property that has
challenged conventional architectural trends
and ultimately raised the benchmark,” shares
Mark Rosenberg, Umhlanga Arch visionary and
Executive partner of The Multiply Group.
“Umhlanga Arch has been a success right from
the very start, claiming AAA-grade status, introducing South Africa’s first flagship Hilton
Garden Inn, pioneering smart technology, introducing an awe inspiring European-inspired high
street, and was even named the best marketed
development in Africa in 2017. We know that
this trend of success will progress into the operation of this definitive development,” shares
Rosenberg.
Within the first two months of development,
Umhlanga Arch had curated 400 permanent
jobs, thereafter the numbers peaked at 1300
individuals working on the site everyday
throughout most of 2018, 2019 and into 2020
up until COVID-19 lockdown in March 2020.
Work resumed in June 2020 with 1100 workers
onsite daily.
SUPPLIERS:
Clay paving and concrete cobbles:
Corobrik – 011 871 8600
Decking:
BestDeck - 011 463 7948
Concrete Planters:
Igneous Concrete – 011 827 7425
Lighting:
BEKA Schréder - 011 238 0000
Decorative Concrete Product:
Lafarge Artevia- 011 657 0000
Artificial Plants:
Francisco Plant Couture - 082 449 1105
Timber Contractor:
Tuscan Landscapes and Construction –
076 721 8242
Pool:
Poolwise - 032 946 2663
Nurseries:
Shaka Nursery - 083 210 8474
Zululand Nursery - 035 474 2666
Irrigation:
Controlled Irrigation- 031 569 1984
Product- Rain Bird

“Our goal was not only to introduce a revolutionary development but to change the lives
of the community. Throughout the project development The Multiply Group and Devmco
Group have actively engaged with city leaders,
businesses, and communities, to ensure that local and foreign investors realise the vast potential that KwaZulu-Natal has to offer. This R1,3
billion development has far-reaching effects in
bolstering tourism, stimulating investment into
the region, further elevating Umhlanga and
greater Durban to a world-class standing, and
has already facilitated significant job creation to
date,” says Rosenberg.
The structure of Umhlanga Arch has been curated and carefully considered, now it’s time to
bring this development to life as Umhlanga Arch
welcomes homeowners, visitors and locals, bespoke and proudly South African retail tenants
and restaurants.

Pro Landscaper Caught up with
Landscape Architects Uys & White
to find out more about their brief and
input on this development.
What was the brief from the client?
The client requested the feel of a natural ground
level garden on the podium level, 3 stories up
from the road. This had serious cost implication
and effected the choices we had with regards to
real lawn and heavy planters, wind protection as
well as orientation, are always a challenge. With
extensive roof garden experience, we turned
the initial ideology of peripheral decks and
external use to become a more protected space
by making a courtyard that provides some wind
protection. Although this is a more sustainable
approach, one cannot help to think of the
effectiveness 3-6m high glass balustrades will
have in creating a less windy space.

In terms of challenges, wind is the biggest factor
within The Arch’s setting. A lot of design had to
change in order to work with Umhlanga’s North
Coast winds.
What was the site like upon arrival?
The terrain was an open urban grassland
(mowed veld) with pristine views that spanned
from the Umhlanga beach front all the way
through to Durban harbour
Countryline Horticulture explains that the site
has over 30 stories so it was a challenge to get
soil and materials to all of the levels required.
Over 1000 cubes of material were moved to the
upper level with no access to the tower crane
on site so the team had to build a conveyer
belt and use mobile cranes in 1 tonne bags and
skips. Large 500 litre trees needed to be lifted
by crane into position and moved across the
podium by gantry.
Majority of the landscaping was on built
podiums so there was a challenge with coring
and infiltration of walls into these areas. The
Phases of the project were over an extended
period and the team had intermittent access to
the site.
Covid lockdown and related issues around
the pandemic meant that installations were
interrupted and the team had to make relevant
adaptions. Of course, the sites proximity to the
sea also resulted in landscaping being exposed
to high-speed winds coming off the ocean so
trees and plants needed to be well supported.
The challenge was to utilise plant species that
fitted the brief and were wind resistant, but in
the end the project came together beautifully
to earn its rightful title as the icon of Umhlanga.

MEET THE TEAM:
Developers: Multiply Invest
and Devmco Group
Architects: Craft of Architecture (COA)
Landscape Architects:
Uys and White Landscape Architects
Landscape Contractors:
Countryline Horticulture
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